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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Summarizing this amendment, the specification has undergone minor 
revisions, a new abstract is provided, and insofar as the claims are concerned, 
claim 1 has been amended, whereas claims 2-24 remain unchanged. Thus, 
claims 1-24 are again presented for the examiner's consideration. 

The amendment to claim 1 corrects an oversight in punctuation - an 
oversight to which the examiner directed applicants' attention. Substantively, the 
claim remains the same. 

The examiner rejected claim 1 under 35 USC 102(e), contending that it is 
anticipated by U.S. published application 2003/0008748 (Fox). In order for a 
reference to support a rejection of a claim under 35 USC 102, each and every 
element and limitation in the claim must appear in the reference. Claim 1 
specifies that the carrier pin has a shank at which it is anchored in the carrier 
flange in a cantilevered manner, a head to which the inner race of the bearing is 
attached in a cantilevered manner, and an intermediate segment between the 
shank and the head. According to the claim, the head projects laterally beyond 
the intermediate segment, that is to say, it projects radially beyond the 
intermediate segment. In the Fox reference the carrier pin has a tapered shank 
fitted to the carrier flange, but beyond the shank the pin has a uniform diameter. 
Thus, its head and intermediate segment possess the same diameter. The head 
does not project laterally beyond the intermediate segment as the claim requires. 
Thus, the Fox reference does not anticipate claim 1 . 
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Incidentally, the published application represented by the Fox reference, 
never matured into a patent. It lies abandoned in favor of PCT application 
US02/20069 (Published under number WO 03/002891) which saw conversion 
into U.S. application 10/481,708 on December 22, 2003. An information 
disclosure statement submitted herewith cites both the PCT and US application 
as well as the International Preliminary Examination Report in the PCT 
application. That report contains claims now before the U.S. Patent Office in 
application 10/481,708. The information disclosure statement also cites those 
references cited against the PCT application that are not already cited in this 
application. All three applications are assigned to The Timken Company, 

The examiner went on to reject claim 1 under 35 USC 103 for reciting an 
epicyclic gear system that is obvious in view of U.S. Patent 3,964,334 (Hicks) 
and U.S. patent 3,178,966 (Wildhaber). The Hicks patent shows a flexible carrier 
pin 1 that at one end is anchored in a carrier flange 2 and at its other end is fitted 
with a sleeve 3. The pin 1 remains of uniform diameter throughout its length. It 
does not have an enlarged head as the claim requires. Instead of enhancing 
flexibility with an enlarged head, the pin of the Hicks patent appears to rely on a 
recess 9 in the carrier flange 2 to form a circular diaphragm 10 that flexes and 
enables the pin 1 to skew somewhat (see the paragraph bridging columns 2 and 
3). Thus, the Hicks patent does not remotely suggest the enlarged head coupled 
with a reduced intermediate segment as the claim requires. The Wildhaber 
patent adds nothing in that respect. Whereas the Hicks patent shows a flexible 
pin 1 in a single-flange carrier 2, the Wildhaber patent shows a straddle-type 
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carrier 25 provided with pins 37, each anchored at both of its ends in the carrier 

25. Straddle-type carriers and flexible pin carriers differ markedly in the 

mounting for the planet gears and the manner in which they seek to achieve 

parallelism between the axes of the planet gears and the central axis. 

Thus claim 1 is believed to be allowable, as are claims 2-12 which depend 

from claim 1. Applicant notes that claims 2 and 5-12 appear to avoid the prior 

art. 

Claims 13-24 stand allowed. 

Applicants submit herewith a check in the sum of $180 to cover the fee 
prescribed by 37 CFR 1 .17(p) for filing an information disclosure statement at the 
juncture in the prosecution. 

In view of the foregoing, favorable consideration and allowance of the 
application with 24 claims - namely, claims 1-24 - are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Edward A. Boeschenstein 
Reg. No. 22,986 

Roister, Lieder, Woodruff & Lucchesi, 
L.C. 

12412 Powerscourt Drive, Ste. 200 
St Louis, MO 63131 
Phone (314) 238-2400 
Fax (314) 238-2401 
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